
In late 2007, Research Australia commenced a major initiative to enhance
connections between the philanthropic and the health & medical research
communities.

In September 2009 the Hon. Mark Butler, Parliamentary Secretary for Health
launched the Research Australia Philanthropy Toolkit: Giving to Health &
Medical Research.

Research Australia aims to help build the community’s interest in philanthropy,
and to make it easier to find out what, where and how to make a difference.
The toolkit provides a ready point of reference, particularly for those who give,
and their advisers, to help them find the project that best fits with their personal
or corporate interests.

Giving to health and medical research often isn’t as easy as it should be.

Many Australians take the view that it’s too hard, and that at the end of the day,
they leave it to governments to fund medical research. It’s true that most
research is government funded, but that shouldn’t absolve us as individuals, to
contribute to such a vital cause.

Philanthropy is ideally suited to some specific research areas – a scholarship to
a bright young researcher who has just completed a PhD and wishes to explore
a novel idea that is unlikely to attract funding from mainstream sources.
Perhaps a grant for a study visit to an overseas laboratory or conference,
perhaps a grant to purchase the latest software or equipment.

Research Australia can also help through our newly established 'Linkage
Program', which aims to match givers and research projects in effective
partnership arrangements.

We invite all of you to take advantage of Research Australia’s services, as a
gateway to the researchers in our universities and research institutes.

Together we can build new knowledge, better ways to prevent and treat
diseases, and contribute to a healthier future for ourselves and future
generations.

Building philanthropic support for
health and medical research has
some unique challenges.

Unlike an orchestral concert or art
exhibition, beneficiaries and
donors rarely come together and
mutually share the rewards.

Delivering better health through
medical research is a longer term
accomplishment. The benefits can
be forever lasting, extend beyond
international borders and assist
not only the underprivileged but
humanity in general.

Recipients and donors seldom
meet and commercial pathways
are often a valid pathway
contributing to the delivery of safe
and effective new treatments,
diagnostics and improved clinical
practices.

New philanthropists want to make
a difference, become involved and
wish to measure performance.
Researchers will increasingly need
to articulate; community benefits,
project deliverables and
outcomes.
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