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Minutes of Meeting

RESEARCH AUSTRALIA
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
MINUTES
Thursday 7 December 2023 | 9:30am – 10:00am

By Zoom
Board Directors in Attendance:
· Professor Dawn Freshwater, Deputy Chair
· Nadia Levin, Managing Director
· Associate Professor Greg Kaplan, Director
· Peter Wills, Director
· Professor Nick Fisk, Director
· Elizabeth Koff AM, Director
· Martin Bowles AO PSM, Director 
· Dr Andrew Nash, Director

And Directors in attendance who will ratified today are: 
· Professor Russell Gruen
· Professor Patricia Davidson
· Dr Michael Wilson

Members present who are eligible to vote are:

	Dr Anand Gururajan          
	Centenary Institute

	Professor Rajiv Khanna 

	QIMR Berghofer Medical Research Institute

	Professor Alun Jackson

	Australian Centre for Heart Health

	Ms Danielle Hughes
	The Australian National University

	Professor Michael Woods
	UTS Centre for Health Economics Research and Evaluation

	Professor Tania Signal
	Central Queensland University

	Dr Ross McLennan
	Macquarie University

	Mr Jonathan Smithers
	Arthritis Australia

	Dr Laila Simpson
	University of Western Australia

	Professor Karen Moritz
	Professor Karen Moritz, The University of Queensland

	Ms Rehan Villani
	QIMR Berghofer Medical Research Institute

	Professor Billie Bonevski
	Flinders Health & Medical Research Institute, Flinders University

	Professor Lisa Whitehead
	Edith Cowan University (ECU)

	Ms Carolyn MacDonald
	Walter and Eliza Hall Institute

	Professor Alison Calear
	Society for Mental Health Research

	Associate Professor Michelle Wykes
	Fovero Therapeutics/ QIMR Berghofer

	Professor Chris Pakes
	La Trobe University

	Associate Professor Samantha Oakes
	National Breast Cancer Foundation

	Professor Chris Abbiss
	Edith Cowan University (ECU)

	Professor Prof Chris McConville
	Deakin University

	Dr Trung Ngo
	RECOVER Injury Research Centre (UQ & STARS) and Health Tech Innovation QLD



Proxies present today include:
	Professor Billie Bonevski, Flinders University
	proxy for Professor Robert Saint AM, Deputy Vice-Chancellor

	Professor Chris McConville, Deakin University
	proxy for Alfred Deakin Professor Matthew Clarke

	Professor Chris Pakes, La Trobe University
	proxy for Professor Susan Dodds

	Professor Lisa Whitehead, Edith Cowan University 
	proxy for Professor Caroline Finch AO

	Professor Kate McGrath, UTS
	proxy to Chairperson




Othe non-voting guests in attendance today are: 
	Mr Rob Brown
	Chrysalis Advisory

	Ms Masha Somi
	Department of Health and Aged Care

	Dr Saraid Billiards
	AAMRI

	Ms Rosalba Drummond
	Institute for Breathing Sleep



Research Australia Team members in attendance:
Lucy Clynes, General Manager
Greg Mullins, Head of Policy
Frances Cook, Senior Adviser, Special Projects
Andrea Natoli, Communications and Partnerships Manager 
Hayden Nichols, Government Relations Officer
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	 Chair’s welcome    
	The Chair declared the AGM open at 9.34am and acknowledged the Traditional Custodians of country throughout Australia and their connections to land, sea and community. The Chair noted Research Australia pays its respects to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander elders past and present and emerging.

	Minutes of previous AGM
	The Minutes of the AGM held on 24 November 2022 were tabled and taken as read. 
The Meeting resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting.

	Chair’s Address

	The Chair noted that a quorum was present and proceeded to extend her thanks to her fellow Directors for their advice and support during the year. The Chair thanked, in particular, her Deputy Chair, Professor Dawn Freshwater, the respective chairs of the Board’s subcommittees, Greg Kaplan and Prof Russel Gruen.
The Chair went on to recognise Research Australia’s advocacy efforts through various platforms, such as roundtable, with a focus on health economics and policy impact. Noting that Research Australia had been successful in the establishment of the Parliamentary Friends of Health and Medical Research, providing an advocacy platform for policy improvements. 

The Chair went on to reflect on her eight years with Research Australia and the achievements over that time, such as the National Strategy for Health & Medical Research and the increasingly active role in the digital health space, with the launch of the new Digital Health Technology Award this year. The Chair went onto impress praise on the small and mighty team of Research Australia and conveyed her pleasure working with Nadia Levin and her team. 

The Chair continued to announce this would be her last AGM as Chair, she would remain on the Board and hand over the reigns to Martin Bowles AO PSM, National Chief Executive Office of Calvary Healthcare and a former Federal Secretary of the Department of Health, which would be appointed in the following Board meeting. The Chair then invited the CEO, Nadia Levin, to address the meeting. 

	Managing Director’s Address
	Nadia Levin began by thanking the Chair, Associate Professor Annette Schmiede and all the Board Directors for the work they do to support Research Australia. 
Ms Levin acknowledged the valuable contributions made to the day to day operations of Research Australia by Kevin Beck from Pacific Accounting and Amanda Baker from KPMG, as well as AARNET for providing Research Australia with crucial Zoom access, a platform now vital in daily business.
Ms Levin went on to thank the Research Australia Team.
Ms Levin addressed the meeting and noted that Research Australia had been the voice of Australian HMR for over 20 years and maintained a strong political presence in support of this aim, having earlier in the year launched Parliamentary Friends of Health and Medical Research and the EMCR Working Group had done a phenomenal job highlighting to MP’s the need to support early and mid-career researchers. 
Ms Levin noted the launch of the Future Health Leaders program where Research Australia partnered with AbbVie to bring year 11 girls with an interest in STEM together with women across the sector, this program was launched by Assistant Health Minister Ged Kearney. 
Ms Levin continued to note that Research Australia had been to Queensland to bring government and innovators together at QIMR Berghoffer and that Research Australia had been to NSW Parliament to launch the work on obesity research.
Ms Levin noted that the year had not been without its challenges. Research Australia eagerly awaits the outcome of the Universities Accord process. Research Australia continued to work to ensure efforts have been made to ensure balanced focus on both discovery science and the commercial aspects of the research pipeline as the Government works on aligning the NHMRC’s Medical Research Endowment Account and the MRFF. Ms Levin extended her appreciation to Dr. Masha Somi from the OHMR for her collaborative engagement. 
Finally, Ms Levin moved to discuss the plans for Research Australia in 2025, noting it would be an election year and that Research Australia would bring the sector together for a Pre-Election Summit to form one unified position on what the next Australian government must deliver to support the sector. 
Ms Levin closed by thanking the members whose dedication strengthens the organisations advocacy for better health outcomes in Australia. 

	Adoption of Annual Accounts
	The Annual Accounts were tabled and taken as read. 
The Meeting resolved to approve the adoption of the accounts.

	Retiring Board Directors



Appointment of existing Directors 










	The Chair noted that in accordance with clause 11.4.4 of the Constitution, there is ONE director retiring

That would be Dr Andrew Nash from CSL. The Chair thanked Dr Andrew Nash for his time on the Research Australia Board and noted he would be missed. 

The Chair noted that in accordance with clause 11.5 of the Constitution, there were 3 directors appointed by the Board in 2023 eligible for re-election in accordance with clause 11.5.2. 
Professor Russell Gruen
The first director up for election is Professor Russell Gruen. Questions were invited and there being no questions the resolution was put to a vote by a show of hands and with no votes against was declared carried unanimously.
Professor Patricia Davidson
The second director up for election is Professor Patricia Davidson. Questions were invited and there being no questions the resolution was put to a vote by a show of hands and with no votes against was declared carried unanimously.
Dr Michael Wilson
The third director up for election is Dr Michael Wilson. Questions were invited and there being no questions the resolution was put to a vote by a show of hands and with no votes against was declared carried unanimously.

	Other Business
	No other business was raised prior to or during the meeting
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